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The past perfect simple

English uses the past perfect simple with the past simple Fregr
to talk about two or mone events that happened Pt w3 e poiont srgie 11
“mwhﬁhﬂpﬂ Paid et ¥ cowtenacnn Bl Pt B

— -

BERD THE PAST PERFECT SIMPLE

When [allcrg abroul B evenis Bhal happeresd 2 difierent Bmaesy in the
i, e it wirmpde describeet th svent THE! i ciosei? 5 U tine of
ipeaking The paal peovrfedt describar an event farthid Back in the paat

PAST PERFECT SIMPLE PAST SIMPLE

The train had left before we arrived at the station.

Pablo had gone to work when | knocked on his door.
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He had cooked dinner before The traffic was bad because
Sally got back from work. a car had broken down on the road.
She had already read the play When we arrived at the stadium,
by the time she went to see it. the game had already started,
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HOW TO FORM

WU “had” fodicrred by Chae pust partcspde 1o form the pant perdect

before we arrived at the station.
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[EE®Y THE PRESENT PERFECT AND PAST PERFECT

PRESENT PERFECT SIMPLE

YO PARSORL POSact B el he Wk S0ow I'm so excited.
& actann Bl took place in e reoend Dt '
aned i il relevant 1o ihe presend mament I have ]ust Pa!ﬁ'Ed

X my driving test.

AT T | was so excited.
e i my driving test.

G Y i1

oni o aor TN




ETEN “WISH" FOR FUTURE HOPES
"Wish” can aho be used to | wish | could move somewhere warm.

Ralk abut hope lor the
[ veoubd like 1o be able B2 mowe somewbere warmaes |

ftume, “Wih" with “could” i
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iy wned whien somecne
m enprening 4 devre i do
somethang Ehemmstoe

Wk wihwedd s She wishes her teacher would give her less work.
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I wish | could go to the concert I wish they wouldn't make it

with my friends this evening, s0 hard to buy tickets online.
Irene wishes she could find Jenny's mother wishes she

her diamond necklace. would clean her room. silL
Matteo withes he could ﬂ@ Noel wishes Adrienne ‘B &
play the violin, ‘ would stop singing.

He wishes he could p Madge wishes Greg

understand his homework. wouldn't drive so fast.
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FURTHER EXAMPLES
| wish | could get a new job Colin is always talking about
in a different department. cars. | wish he would stop.
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EE20 ANOTHER WAY TO SAY I WISH"
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Stronger regrets about the present can be
expressed by using W only” and the patt simple
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Stromges regrets about the past can be
expressed by wiing W ondy” and the pat perfect:
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These mountains are incredible! I really wanted to take pictures.
If anly | knew how to ski, i only I'd charged the battery,
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FURTHER EXAMPLES
| love the sound of the guitar, The show is completely sold out!
I anly | played it better. If anly I'd arrived sooner.
I'm sure the teacher explained I couldn't finish the marathon.
this, If only | remembered it! i onty | had trained harder,
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PAST REGRETS

“Should Fave” oF ‘ought 1o have” sre uued [0 Fgee Pagret
That soenethung i of ditnt happen in the puit
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This bill is 50 big. | { bt } used less electricity.
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| FURTHER EXAMPLES

Maybe | should have used
energy-saving light bulbs,
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I shouldn't have fallen
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