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Reading: lessons 1-10

1 Au pair

Aim To understand job advertisement and letters offering work.

Preparation Copy the handouts on pages 7 and 9 — one copy per student.

Introduction (5 minutes)

Write the word au pair on the board. Check
students understand the word (an au pair is a
young person, usually a woman, who stays with
a family in a foreign country and looks after
their children). Ask students to give you as
many words and phrases as they can think of
connected with au pairs. For example: language
classes, children, family, housework, foreign
country, lonely, not much money. Write their ideas
on the board.

Presentation (20 minutes)

Activity A In pairs, students read the text and
answer the questions. Encourage students to use
dictionaries where necessary. Check answers
orally, explaining where necessary. Correct
major errors.

Activity B Elicit/pre-teach advertisement.
Students read the advertisements, using
dictionaries where necessary. Then they
complete the chart. Walk round, giving help
and encouragement. Then check orally. Write
new words on the board in sentences.

(continued on page 8)

Key

A 1 Age:18
Nationality: Spanish
City: Madrid
2 Because she wants to learn to speak good English,
and also because she likes children.

City No. of Babies Hours work Car Pay
children (under 2) aday

a v 3 X 6 X £70
b x 3 X 10 v  £80
c x 2 v 5 X  £65
d v 2 X 6 v  £70

(continued on page 8)

Teacher’s notes
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1 Au pair

A Work in pairs. Read this, then answer the questions below.

Amaya is an eighteen-year-old Spanish girl from Madrid. She wants

to work in hotels in Spain. Her English isn’t very good and she
knows it must be good for a hotel job. She has decided to work as
an au pair for a year in England because this will help her English.
She likes children (but not babies) and wants to be in a big city.

1 Complete this information about Amaya.

Age:
Nationality:
City:

2 Why does Amaya want to work as an au pair?

B A family friend sends these advertisements from England. Work in pairs. Read
them and complete the chart below.

days a wee
very good 1angua

nearby. £70 2 week.

Au pair wahted
[ \ fo
f:a‘m;lg vgth two bo';/gzg)e‘&
p :
ours work ;xdr:;)nths. il

- J 3 i
easide town. £65 gv:,r;l:kgs.

Loving family
pair for 2 boys,
work 5 days a W
Near central

needs friendly au
5 and 6. Six hours

London. £70 a week.

eek. Own car.

& d
City No. of children Babies (under 2) Hours work aday Car Pay
a 3 X £
b x £
c 3 £
d v £70

(v =yes X =no)
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Teacher’s notes

Practice (25 minutes)

Activity C Elicit/pre-teach to be interested in. In
pairs, students discuss the questions. Elicit
answers orally and ask students to explain what
is wrong with the other two families. You may
want to write up the answers on the board. For
example:

Amaya is interested in advertisement a because the
family is in London. There are no babies in the
family. There is a good language school nearby.

Activity D In pairs or small groups, the
students read the letters and answer questions
1 and 2. Students use their dictionaries where
necessary. Check answers orally, explaining
where necessary. Correct major errors. An
example answer to question 2 might be:

The family in letter 1 do not sound very friendly.
They want to leave Amaya alone at weekends! Also,
they want her to speak Spanish every day, which
will not be good for her English. Family 2 sound
much nicer. They want to help Amaya with her
English and say she will be ‘one of the family’.
Write new words on the board in sentences.

Activity E In pairs, students find the words in
the text. Omit if lack of time.

Activity F Walk round and listen to students as
they discuss this question. Listen to their
mistakes and briefly go through the mistakes.
Then elicit answers from each group. Omit if
lack of time.

Conclusion (5 minutes)

Ask the students to choose three new words
they have learnt in the lesson and to write a
sentence using each of them. Walk round and
check the sentences. Omit if lack of time.

Homework

Written answer to Activity D, question 2. Also
Activity E, if not done in class.

Key

C Amaya will be interested in advertisements a and d. She
will be interested in advertisement a because the family
is in London. They say they are friendly. There are no
babies in the family and there’s a good language school
nearby. The hours of work are not too long and the
money (£70 a week) is all right. She will be interested in
family d for the same reasons. The family does not say
that there is a good language school nearby but she is
near the centre of London and she will have her own
car. She can find a good language school.

Amaya will not be interested in advertisement b
because ten hours a day is too long. Also the job is in a
town, not a city. She will not be interested in
advertisement ¢ because it is not in a city and the
family has a small baby.

D 1 Letter 1/advertisment a. The writer talks about two

girls.
Letter 2/advertisment d. The writer talks about two
boys.
2 Possible answer: Amaya will choose the family in
letter 2. The family in letter 1 do not sound very
friendly. They want to leave Amaya alone at
weekends! Also, they want her to speak Spanish
every day - this will not be good for her English. The
family in letter 2 sound much nicer. They want to
help Amaya with her English and say she will be
‘one of the family’.
... you will have our London house to yourself!
Paul ... already loves reading ...
We were very happy to hear from you.
We will do our best to help you.
At weekends we go away ...
Here are some photographs of my husband and me
and the boys.
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|| 1 Au pair (continued) |

C Which advertisements do you think Amaya will be interested in? Why? What'’s
wrong with the others?

D Amaya writes to two of the families and they write back to her. Work in pairs or
small groups. Answer these questions.

1 Read the two letters and then say which advertisements (a, b, ¢ or d) they go
with.

2 Which family do you think Amaya will choose? Why?

Letter 1

Letter 2

Dew A"""\‘&"\/

We were Veryg ‘e\a\»p«p\a to e\eax f‘rom

$ocn- We wamt a S—pa;nfs‘e\ awn faJr‘

becaw S A'n:n_a\ a\h_cl Lawra,, te\e
eldest Hldren, are studyng
S pamish at <cfuool. Tt witd belp

them a Qot 5 You can .Sfeo\lz
Sfao\fse\ with them at fome. We
would Llee gor to do this every
dasy Lor am fonr.

At weekends we §o awayy to owr
Douwse m the country, S0 $or

w0l frave our Lomdon fHowse to

'-&Ou.rseﬂf"‘. We e\o»pe we cam trust

Yo' -

Work in pairs. Read the letters again. Which words in the letters mean the same
as these words?

You will be alone in the house.

He likes books a lot.

It was nice to get your letter.

We will try to help you.

From Friday until Sunday we go away.

AN W N =

These are pictures of our family.

F Work in pairs. Would you like to work as an au pair? Say why/why not.
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